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three decades later, to fully extend the fran-
chise to Asian Americans. It was with this his-
tory in mind that the Voting Rights Act of 1965
was designed to make the right to vote a re-
ality for all Americans.

Despite this track record of suffering familiar
to all minority groups in America, we must not
forget the positive history of Asian Americans.

Congresswoman MENG, the sponsor of this
bill, put it best when she recalled how:

“Chinese Americans fought for the Union at
the Battles of Antietam and Gettysburg during
the American Civil War and Japanese Ameri-
cans comprised the 442nd Regimental Com-
bat Team during World War II, which became
the most decorated unit in the history of the
U.S. Military.”

“While Chinese and Japanese Americans
have demonstrated valor and bravery, they
have also faced institutionalized disenfran-
chisement that manifested in U.S. laws such
as the Chinese Exclusion Act and Executive
Order 9066 that ordered the internment of
Japanese Americans during World War Il. Yet,
from the first wave of Southeast Asian refu-
gees on our shores to the Filipino Americans
who helped found the farmworker labor move-
ment—AAPIs have left an indelible mark on
our American story.”

“From these Halls of Congress to every
American classroom, our AAPI heroes such as
Grace Lee Boggs—a human rights activist for
seven decades; Larry Itiong—the quintessen-
tial leader for labor rights and justice; Dalip
Singh Saund—the first Asian American elect-
ed to Congress; and Patsy Mink—the first
woman of color elected to Congress, and the
original champion of Title IX protections in the
Higher Education Act, have fought for human
and civil rights and social justice with their
every breath. Shamefully, these stories are
starkly missing from the narrative of American
history.”

Mr. Speaker, these stories must not con-
tinue to be unknown to so many Americans.
This bill would put an end to that shameful
practice, so | am proud to support it and urge
my colleagues to as well.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE GABRIEL A.
RODRIGUEZ AMERICAN LEGION
POST NO. 1928

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2022

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today it is our honor to recognize the con-
tributions and service of the Gabriel A. Rodri-
guez American Legion Post No. 1928 as they
celebrate their first annual dinner this April.

American Legion Post No. 1928 was char-
tered in 1986 and for the last 36 years has
honored the American Legion’s foundational
pillars of programs and activities that support
Americanism, National Security, Children &
Youth, and Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation.

Just a few months after the Post was found-
ed by Hispanic American veterans in Western
New York, the Legion was renamed the Ga-
briel A. Rodriguez American Legion Post No.
1928, in honor of their fallen Vietham War vet-
eran, friend and brother affectionately known
as Gabe.
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As a member of the United States Army’s
25th Infantry Division, Gabriel Rodriguez spent
over a year in the Qui Nhon region of the Re-
public of Vietnam. But his service didn’t stop
there. Upon his return home he joined the
New York National Guard where he would
serve from 1971 to 1977.

Gabe suffered from Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) as a result of his wartime ex-
periences which led to his passing in 1981. To
honor his legacy, the Gabriel A. Rodriguez
Post serves as a place of comfort and com-
munity for all veterans including those experi-
encing PTSD today.

The Gabriel A. Rodriguez American Legion
Post members’ commitment to serving vet-
erans and the community is impactful and un-
wavering. They helped lead the national push
to award the Borinqueneers the Congressional
Gold Medal, organized food distribution events
during the pandemic, and regularly reach out
to help fellow veterans receive the benefits
and medals they’ve earned.

Madam Speaker, for the members of the
Gabriel A. Rodriguez American Legion Post
No. 1928, a commitment to service didn’t end
following their honorable discharge from duty.
It continues today and our community and
country are better thanks to their ongoing care
and efforts.

————
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Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the 120th
anniversary of the founding of Odessa, Wash-
ington. To outsiders, Odessa may seem like a
small rural town in Eastern Washington, but to
those of us who know it well, it is a town full
of entrepreneurial spirit, love for America, and
passionate people—past and present.

First settled in the 1880s by cattlemen,
Odessa is nestled in the Channeled Scab
lands of Eastern Washington, which is one of
the seven wonders of the Evergreen State.
Shortly after, the Great Northern Railroad was
built, and railroad officials sought to attract im-
migrants to buy up land, grow wheat, and ship
the crop by rail. This transformed the town
from a painted sign to a booming economy.

Homesteader George Finney, seeing the
potential for greatness, donated his land to es-
tablish Odessa in 1899. He was right. In just
a few short years, more immigrants arrived,
participating in the local economy and growing
the town culturally and spiritually.

Today, Odessa is a vibrant community that
more than 1,000 residents call home. The
town’s rich tradition of hard work and grit
makes it a shining example of small town
America and the hope of a better future. With
approximately 80 percent of Odessa residents
able to trace their ancestry to the Black Sea
and Volga Germans, the town will celebrate
their 51st annual Deutschesfest this Sep-
tember with authentic German food, live
music, a city-block large biergarten, parades,
and a street fair.

As the representative in Congress for this
one-of-a-kind town, | am so inspired by Odes-
sa’s dedication to keeping its heritage alive
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through education. The residents are com-
mitted to ensuring their kids become the next
generation of leaders and entrepreneurs, just
like their ancestors. On this most special day,
| ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Odessa’s 120 years of remarkable history and
celebrating their personification of the Amer-
ican spirit.

————
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Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the
contributions of Henry Thacker ‘“Harry”
Burleigh of the great state of New York. The
newly christened Harry T. Burleigh Place in
Gramercy Park celebrates a man who dedi-
cated his life to enhancing lives through music
singing, composing and social justice. This
well-deserving recognition honors the indelible
impact Mr. Burleigh, known widely as the Fa-
ther of Spiritual Music, left on New York and
communities around the world.

Born in 1866 and growing up in Erie, Penn-
sylvania as a young African-American baritone
singer, Harry Burleigh traveled to New York
City and applied to the National Conservatory
of Music to study with well-known Director and
composer, Antonin Dvorak. His exceptional
talent was recognized, and a scholarship
awarded to Mr. Burleigh in 1892 enabled him
to gain experience editing recordings and de-
veloping his classical spirituals. One of these
was “Deep River” a spiritual composition from
1917 which is recognized all over the world to
this day.

Tragically, Mr. Burleigh’s life was spent
under the heinous abuses of Jim Crow, and
the systemic discrimination of “separate but
equal” endemic to it. Yet in the face of these
challenges to his rights and liberties, Mr.
Burleigh always led with his talents and tire-
less work ethic, earning him many glowing ac-
complishments throughout his life. In 1894,
Mr. Burleigh auditioned at St. George’s Epis-
copal Church at 4 Rutherford Place in Manhat-
tan, which still stands proudly today within my

district and holds concerts celebrating
Burleigh’s  compositions annually. Church
member J.P. Morgan insisted that St.

George’s hire Mr. Burleigh, and so became
the church’s Choral Director. He would con-
tinue to introduce and play his classical spir-
itual music there for 52 years. Concurrently he
integrated Temple Emanu-El, now Congrega-
tion Emanu-El, for a quarter of a century. In
1895, Mr. Burleigh made it a point to person-
ally test the strength of newly passed civil
rights laws in New York by asking for service
at 25 establishments.

From 1908 onward, he sang for King Ed-
ward VIl in London, performed on Mayor La
Guardia’s weekly radio show Talk to the Peo-
ple, and composed over 200 pieces encom-
passing the classical spiritual music genre.
The renowned Dvorak’ Symphony No. 9 (From
the New World) credits the incorporation’ and
soulfulness of Burleigh’s spiritual works. Mr.
Burleigh was also a distinguished chartered
member of the American Society of Com-
posers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) be-
stowed with great public honors. He received
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